
September 9, 2019 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-232 Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Raul Grijalva 
Chairman, HCNR 
1511 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
House Minority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-204 Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Rob Bishop 
Ranking Member, HCNR 
123 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader McCarthy, Chairman Grijalva, Ranking Member Bishop, 
and all members of the House of Representatives,  

As companies that make and sell products for recreating in the outdoors, we stand united in our 
opposition to oil and gas drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and we urge you to vote 
yes on H.R. 1146 to restore protections for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. H.R. 1146 will 
restore 50 years of protection for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge by repealing a provision – 
passed as part of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 – that mandates oil and gas development 
in the Refuge's fragile Coastal Plain. As businesses, employers, and Americans, we understand 
that our public lands, especially our National Wildlife Refuges, are worth far more than the 
natural resources that may lie beneath them.  

Since the mandate to drill for oil and gas in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge became law, the 
Trump Administration has led an aggressive and expedited effort to sell oil leases in the Coastal 
Plain. The Bureau of Land Management is preparing to release its Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS), a necessary step to meet its publicly stated goal of holding lease sales before 
the conclusion of 2019. Opening the Arctic Refuge to oil and gas development would not only 
irreversibly destroy the largest national wildlife refuge in the country, but it would also add 
significantly to the climate crisis at a time in which it is imperative to curb our emissions and 
adopt clean energy.  

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge was protected 50 years ago for its “wildlife, wilderness, and 
recreational values.” Those recreational values serve as the backbone of the United States' 
growing outdoor recreation economy. According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis, growth in 
the outdoor recreation industry continues to outpace the growth of the economy as a whole, and 
accounts for more than two percent of the entire United States GNP. According to a study 
conducted by the Outdoor Industry Association, our industry generates $887 billion in annual 
consumer spending and supports 7.6 million jobs. In Alaska, the outdoor recreation economy  
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generates $7.3 billion annually in consumer spending and supports 72,000 direct jobs. This 
economic engine is four times greater than the economic activity supported by oil and gas 
development, mining, and logging combined. To diminish the Arctic Refuge through oil and gas 
drilling would have serious impacts on our thriving and sustainable outdoor recreation economy. 

The Arctic Refuge is among the most extraordinary landscapes in the country and the Coastal 
Plain is its biological heart. The Coastal Plain is a vast wilderness bursting with biodiversity. 
More than 200 species of migratory birds stop in the region to eat, molt, and nest during their 
journeys to and from six continents and all 50 states. It is home to the musk oxen, wolves, 
imperiled polar bears, and the critically important Porcupine Caribou. The proposed drilling on 
the Arctic Refuge's Coastal Plain threatens the way of life for the Gwich'in people, who for 
thousands of years have lived along the migratory route of the Porcupine Caribou – also the 
boundary of the Arctic Refuge – and depend on the animal for food, clothing, tools, and spiritual 
guidance. The Porcupine Caribou calf their young in the same area where drilling is being 
proposed.  

We look forward to working with you to restore protections for the Coastal Plain of the Arctic 
Refuge and to defeat any threats to this iconic place. Thank you for voting YES on H.R. 1146 to 
restore protections for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and thank you for standing with our 
industry, and with all of the Americans that passionately believe in the intrinsic and 
incomparable value of our shared public lands.  

Sincerely, 

The Conservation Alliance 
Kirsten Blackburn, Advocacy Manager 
Bend, OR 97703 

Protect Our Winters 
Lindsay Bourgoine, Dir. Policy & Advocacy 
Boulder, CO 80304 

Adventure Travel Trade Association 
Shannon Stowell, CEO 
Monroe, WA 98272 

Alpacka Raft 
Sarah and Thor Tingey, Co-Owners 
Mancos CO, 81328 

American Alpine Institute 
Sheilagh Brown, Co-Founder 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
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Arc’Teryx Equipment 
Dan Walker, Social Impact Lead 
Vancouver, BC 

Bergreen Photography 
Marc Bergreen, Owner 
Evergreen, CO 80437 

Better Talent Group 
Derek Ling, CEO 
San Francisco, CA 94107 

BOCO Gear 
Kathleen Martin, CEO 
Boulder, CO 80301 

Brown Accounting LLC 
Mallory Russo-Browne, Manager & 
Co-Owner 
Seattle, WA 98115 

Deckers Brands 
Dave Powers, President & CEO 
Goleta, CA 93117 

Dongah Aluminum (DAC) 
Paul Svrcek, Representative 
Vashon, WA 98070 

Duct Tape Then Beer, LLC 
Becca Cahall, CEO 
Seattle, WA 98105 

Farm to Feet 
Kelly Nester, CEO 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 

Filson 
Doug Thielen, Marketing Director 
Seattle, WA 98134 

FOURPOINTS Bar 
Patrick Webber, Co-Founder 
Denver, CO 80216 

GRAYL 
Travis Merrigan, Founder 
Seattle, WA 98119  

Helinox USA 
Ted Ganio, CEO 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
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Helly Hansen 
Damien Sumner, Marketing Director 
Sumner, WA 98390 

IPA Connect LLC 
Andy Marker, Owner & President 
Hood River, OR 97031 

Jimmy Chin Productions 
Jimmy Chin, Owner 
Wilson, WY 83014 

Kiitella, Inc 
Lisa Issenberg, Owner 
Ridgway, CO 81432 

Klean Kanteen 
Jeff Cresswell, Co-Owner & Brand Steward 
Chico, CA 95928 

La Sportiva 
Jonathan Lantz, President 
Boulder, CO 90301 

Last Exit Goods 
Ryan Mayo, Owner 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487 

Merrell 
Strick Walker, CMO 
Rockford, MI 49351 

Nester Hosiery 
Kelly Nester, CEO 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 

New Belgium Brewing 
Steve Fechheimer, CEO 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 

Oboz Footwear 
Amy Beck, President 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

OSM 
Rion Smith, Co-Founder 
Greenville, SC 29601 
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Osprey Packs Inc 
Layne Rigney, President 
Cortez, CO 81321 

Outdoor Gear Exchange 
Mike Donohue, Mission Control 
Richmond, VT 05477 

Outdoor Project 
Jared Kennedy, CEO 
Portland, OR 97211 

Pachner & Associates, LLC 
Don Pachner, President 
Keene, NY 12942 

Patagonia 
Hans Cole, Director of Environmental 
Campaigns & Advocacy 
Venture, CA 93001 

Peak Design 
Anne Nybog, Sustainability Director 
San Francisco, CA 94107 

Perpetual Motion NW 
David Egan, Owner 
Fall City, WA 98024 

Petzl 
Roody Rasmussen, Petzl Foundation 
Project Director 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Quick Feat International 
Glenn Willard, Managing Partner 
Tumalo, OR 97703 

Revolution House Media 
Katherine Ketschek, President 
Big Sky, MT 59716 

Royal Robbins 
Michael Millenacker, CEO 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Ruffwear 
Patrick Kruse, Founder 
Bend, OR 97703 
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Sanitas Sales Group 
Keith Reis, Managing Partner 
Louisville CO, 80027 

Shift Advantage, Inc 
Eric Brody, President 
Portland, OR 97211 

Smartwool 
Jennifer McLaren, President 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487 

SOLE 
Paul Maughan-Brown, Content Manager 
Great Falls, MT 59404 

Superfeet 
Eric Ferndale, Chief Marketing Officer 
Ferndale, WA 98248 

SustainbleBusiness.com 
Rona Fried, CEO 
Huntington Station, NY 11746 

The North Face 
Eric Raymond, Director of Social Impact & 
Advocacy 
Denver, CO 

The Wildland Trekking Company 
Brad Ball, Owner 
Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

The Zane Ray Group 
Penny Porterfield, Executive 
Whitefish, MT 59937 

Thule Inc. 
Fred Clark, President 
Seymour, CT 06483 

Toad & CO 
Gordon Seabury, CEO 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

Ultimate Direction 
Craig Randall, Marketing Manager 
Boulder, CO 80302 

Verde Brand Communications 
Julie Evans, Managing Director, Partner 
Durango, CO 81303 
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Visit Bend 
Kevney Dugan, President/CEO 
Bend, OR 97703 

WeighMyRack LLC 
Alison Dennis, Founder and CEO 
Sheridan, WY 82801 

Wildlands Policy Institute 
Peter Metcalf, Founder & CEO 
Park City, UT 84068 

Wild Places 
Steve Barker, GM 
Elfin Forest, CA 92029 

Yukon Trading Company 
Kevin Rinderle, Owner 
Seattle, WA 98103 

Zumiez 
Tom Campion, Founder 
Seattle, WA 98101 
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